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PRESS RELEASE

May 1, 2017
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Blood Collection Boost After Successful Drive at Percy Junor
Hospital

The Percy Junor Hospital in Spalding, Clarendon has boosted its supplies of
blood and blood products, this with the recent acquisition of a Compact
Blood Bank Refrigerator. The hospital hosted a successful Blood Drive on
Friday, April 28 on the hospital's compound whichresulted in the
collection of 52 units of blood.

Senior Medical Officer at the Hospital, Dr. Carlos Wilson explained that 88
persons registered to donate; however only 52 were eligible to contribute.
He added that the hospitalis grateful for the support from residents and
staff members noting that the new Blood Bank Refrigerator now allows the
hospital fo store upwards of 60 units of blood, as opposed to 15 previously.

Dr. Wilson pointed out that the hospital which serves four parishes
including Manchester, Clarendon, St. Ann and Trelawny is the first point of
care for many residents particularly those in rural areas.

"If a farmer somewhere in Trelawny gets chopped by a machete and is
bleeding todeath, thisis the first stop and sometimes it can be a lifesaving
stop just to get blood; so it makes it so important that we give blood from
the community so that whenwe need it, it is available."

Turning to other benefits of blood donation, Dr. Wilson noted that "you
also have the benefits of reduced risks of heart attacks and strokes. That is
something that isnot known by alot of persons but you could actually
save your life by reducing therisk of getting a heart attack or stroke by
donating blood."

He explained that severalstudies have shown that in blood donors, the
risk of heart attacks and strokes is up to 80 percent less than people who
do not donate blood.

(more)
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Hospital Staff Welcome Blood Drive: Senior Medical Officer of Health at
the Percy Junor Hospital (PJH), Dr. Carlos Wilson (right), whois an annual
donor enjoys the experience of giving blood while Hospital Attendant at
the PJH, Mr. Terrence McKenzie donates for the first time.
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For more information contact:
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